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Fostering Human-centric Peaceful Policy in Georgia 
Against the Global Pandemic

21 September, 2020

from 16:00 to 18:00 (TBS time)

The Government of Georgia actively pursues the peaceful conflict resolution policy aimed at the de-occupation of Georgian regions of Abkhazia and Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia and reconciliation and engagement with the war-torn communities. Notwithstanding the ongoing occupation, severe violations of basic human rights and grave humanitarian situation on the ground, the Government continues to implement human-centric peace policy focused on addressing humanitarian, socio-economic, healthcare, educational and other needs of conflict-affected population, inter alia through the peace initiative “A Step to a Better Future” opening new opportunities for cooperation and peace building.  

The global pandemics has negatively affected the lives and well-being of people throughout the whole world, especially in the areas affected by the conflict. Georgian regions of Abkhazia and Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia have not been an exception in this regard. Grave humanitarian and human rights situation maintained inside these regions has further been worsened with additional restrictions and lockdowns related to COVID-19 that severely deteriorated the socio-economic conditions of local population. The global pandemic has also negatively affected the implementation of confidence building measures and people-to-people initiatives in the frames of Georgia’s reconciliation and engagement policy. 

The Government of Georgia and international community have still been actively engaged in Georgian regions of Abkhazia and Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia, including by mobilizing and delivering assistance to the vulnerable population. From the early signs of the global pandemic, the Government of Georgia has vocally outspoken about its firm intention not to leave anyone in Georgian regions of Abkhazia and Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia alone against the emerging threat. International partners and organizations operating in Abkhazia region have also declared about their intention to assist local population and expand ongoing programs as well as to shift special focus on COVID-19 related challenges. Despite the efforts of the Government of Georgia and international partners, severe challenges remain for local population in both Abkhazia and Tskhinvali regions. 

On the International Day of Peace, the Office of the State Minister of Georgia for Reconciliation and Civic Equality organizes a webinar aimed at addressing these challenges by seeking together with international partners further effective ways for remedying existing situation. It will analyze state of play and explore future possible steps by the Government of Georgia and international community for effectively continuing the implementation of the reconciliation and engagement agenda and assisting vulnerable population.

Diplomatic missions and international organizations accredited to Georgia and various government agencies will be invited to attend the webinar. 


Webinar Agenda


	16:00-16:05
	Opening remarks

Ms. Tea Akhvlediani, State Minister of Georgia for Reconciliation and Civic Equality

	16:05-16:20
	Keynote Speaker

Mr. David Zalkaliani, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Georgia

	16:20-17:30
	Discussion session 

The questions addressed during the session will include: What is the scope of engagement of the Government of Georgia and international partners for addressing COVID-19 needs in Georgian regions of Abkhazia and Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia? What are the expectations of local communities in this respect? What the parties can do to intensify and further promote peaceful and reconciliation agenda in light of existing challenges to best serve the interests and needs of people? How to seek the best ways and status-neutral frameworks for acting in this regard?

Moderated by:

Ms. Sabine Machl, UN Resident Coordinator in Georgia

Speakers:

Ms. Tea Akhvlediani, State Minister of Georgia for Reconciliation and Civic Equality
Mr. Toivo Klaar, EU Special Representative for the South Caucasus and the Crisis in Georgia
Mr. Hubert Knirsch, Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany to Georgia Mr. Peter Wiebler, USAID Mission Director 
Mr. Irakli Beraia, Chairperson of the Foreign Relations Committee of the Parliament of Georgia, Head of the Temporary Commission for restoration of Territorial Integrity of Georgia
Mr. Tengiz Pkhaladze, Expert, International Center for Geopolitical Studies (ICGS) 


	17:30-18:00
	Discussion 
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